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INTRODUCTION TO FINGERSTYLE GUITAR

Fingerstyle (a.k.a. fingerpicking) is a guitar technique that means you literally pick the strings with your
right-hand fingers and thumb. This contrasts with the conventional technique of strumming and playing
single notes with a pick (a.k.a. flatpicking). For fingerpicking, you can use any type of guitar: acoustic
steel-string, nylon-string classical, or electric.

THE RIGHT HAND

The most common right-hand position is shown below:

Use a high wrist; arch your palm as if you were holding a ping-pong ball. Keep the thumb outside and
away from the fingers, and let the fingers do the work rather than lifting your whole hand.

The thumb generally plucks the bottom strings with downstrokes on the left side of the thumb and
thumbnail. The other fingers pluck the higher strings using upstokes with the fleshy tip of the fingers and
fingernails. The thumb and fingers should pluck one string per stroke and not brush over several strings.

Another picking option you may choose to use is called hybrid picking (a.k.a. plectrum-style fingerpick-
ing). Here, the pick is usually held between the thumb and first finger, and the three remaining fingers
are assigned to pluck the higher strings.

THE LEFT HAND
The left-hand fingers are numbered 1 though 4:

Be sure to keep your fingers arched, with each joint bent; if they flatten out across the strings, they will
deaden the sound when you fingerpick. As a general rule, let the strings ring as long as possible when
playing fingerstyle.



The Bare Necessities

from Walt Disney’s THE JUNGLE BOOK
Words and Music by Terry Gilkyson

| Rights Reserved Used by Permission
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Additional Lyrics
2. Look for the bare necessities, the simple bare necessities; 3. Look for the bare necessities, the simple bare necessities;
Forget about your worries and your strife. Forget about your worries and your strife.
I mean the bare necessities, that's why a bear can rest at case I mean the bare necessities, or Mother Nature’s recipes
With just the bare necessities of life. That brings the bare necessities of life.
When you pick a paw-paw or prickly pear, So just try to relax (Oh, yeah!) in my back yard,
And you prick a raw paw next time beware, If you act like that bee acts you’re workin’ too hard.
Don’t pick the prickly pear by paw, Don’t spend your time just lookin® around
‘When you pick a pear, try to use the claw. For something you want that can’t be found.
But you don’t need to use the claw When you find out you can life without it
‘When you pick a pear of the big paw-paw, And go along not thinkin’ about it.
Have I given you a clue? I’ll tell you something true.

The bare necessities of life will come to you, they'll come to you!  The bare necessities of life will come to you, they'll come to you!



Be Our Guest

from Walt Disney’s BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

Lyrics by Howard Ashman
Music by Alan Menken
Drop D tuning:
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Additional Lyrics

2. Ten years we’ve been rusting, needing so much more than dusting.
Needing exercise, a chance to use our skill!
Most days we just sit around the castle, flabby, fat and lazy.
You walked in and whoops-a-daisy!

Chorus

It's a guest! Tt’s a guest! Sakes alive, well, I'll be blessed!

Wine’s been poured and thank the Lord, I've had the napkins freshly pressed.
With dessert she’ll want tea. And my dear, that’s fine with me.

While the cups do their soft shoeing, I'll be bubbling! I'll be brewing!
I'll get warm, piping hot! Heaven’s sakes! Is that a spot?

Clean it up! We want our company impressed.

We’ve got a lot do do. Is it one lump or two, for you, our guest?

Be our guest! Be our guest!



Beauty and the Beast

from Walt Disney’s BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

Lyrics by Howard Ashman
Music by Alan Menken
Verse
Slowly
Cmaj7 F/G G7 Cmaj7
] !
’-—-—j - - »._.d:
3 o
1. Tale as old as time, truc as it can
2. See additional lyrics
1 1 :
H % ]
@3 r e — —— = P
.i — &
3 L d
F 8 §—1 1 0 8 8—1
7y 8 8 P — — —0
B—3 ; 3 3
3 3
DnyF Cmaj7 Em
Vo]
© - F’*'—F——" ! ] 1 f
!\!_!y\ H b i | F—— ] i
5 o ————— —
be. Bare-ly e - ven friends, then some-bod - y
! ——-e"'_—: - — AP — . —
LGl 2 s - :
!) o—— — - —_— ’ /'1
& < > —
41 3 3—1+—8
3 3 8 +—3 - 8 - 3—
2 0 4 8-
8 8 3 2
1 1 8
F G7 Cmaj7
|
#i\ ; 1 I = - ‘—“‘t
M4 e — ©
[ )]
bends un - ex-pect-ed - ly. Just a it - te
; p— f ! |
% - - f_—EF;-_ ' r-m & i
> — — .»F = » = TS
3
+—8
1 3—1 +—B 8 8 §—1
- 2 ) 8- 8 8 9 0 -
3 3 3 3 . s
3 3
© 1991 Walt Disney Music Company and Wonderland Music Company, Inc.
This arrangement © 2005 Walt Disney Music Compan and Wonderland Music Company Inc.

All Rights

eserved Used by Permission




F/G G7 Cmaj7 Gm Cc1
: -
= - =17 ,
) 5 ’
change. Small, to say the least. Both a lit - tle
] 1 + ’ } e ——
;Q — T o= *® '
A EEES 3 ==
> b# 2
1 8 8 —1 3 g 3
3 3 0 8 & L$ . —3
3 1
3 3 3
To Coda €)-
F C/E Dm/F G7 C
?f. —— i S
S = '
scared, nei - ther one pre - pared. Beau-ty and the Beast.
| — ] } 1 I
?:- 2w jj 2 = = =
= & [
1o 3# *
8 g 1 8
1 % 3 1 1
2 2 ) 0
3 }-—-g L 3 2 2 3 -
8 1 3
Bridge
ﬁ Fmaj7/G G C G7
& - - H - F__'._.F:ﬂ :Fm
(3] —
Ev - er just the
[ 1 I |
#‘ﬂ ! a— —‘1 = t:ﬂ P .L*M‘“MHW—:
0 = * * —3 = =
8 8 1
1 8 8 1 1 8 +—3
8 ) 8 8 8
8 3 2 2 3 2
3 3 3
Em F Em
* Pal - Pa
{2 - e =
\i)y i
same, ev - er a sur - prise.
‘H‘— ? _ p— - J [— !
| £ar ) - I ‘i’ o
A4 - &
v — = = — = =
L4 v - L4 L4
3 8—5 3
8 P 0 P +—3 P 8 8 P 0
2 3 3 2
8 8 1 8 84—

11



12

Bittersweet and strange, finding you can change,
Learning you were wrong.

Certain as the sun

Rising in the east,

Tale as old as time, song as old as rhyme.
Beauty and the Beast.

Tale as old as time, song as old as rhyme.
Beauty and the Beast.
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2. Tale as old as time,
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Can You Feel the Love Tonight

from Walt Disney Pictures’ THE LION KING

Music by Eiton John
Lyrics by Tim Rice
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Candle on the Water

from Walt Disney’s PETE'S DRAGON
Words and Music by Al Kasha and Joel Hirschhorn
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Additional Lyrics
2. I'll be your candle on the water, 3. I'll be your candle on the water,
*Til ev'ry wave is warm and bright. This flame inside of me will grow.
My soul is there beside you, Keep holding on, you'll make it,
Let this candle guide you; Here’s my hand so take it;

Soon you'll see a golden stream of light. Look for me reaching out to show
As sure as rivers flow,

I'l never let you go.



Colors of the Wind

from Walt Disney’s POCAHONTAS

Music by Alan Menken
Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz
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Additional Lyrics

2. You think the only people who are people
Are the people who look and think like you,
But if you walk the footsteps of a stranger
You'll learn things you never knew you never knew.

3. Come run the hidden pine trails of the forest,
Come taste the sunsweet berries of the earth;
Come roll in all the riches all around you,

And for once, never wonder what they’re worth.

4. The rainstorm and the river are my brothers;
The heron and the otter are my friends:
And we are all connected to each other
In a circle, in a hoop that never ends.



Go the Distance

from Walt Disney Pictures’ HERCULES

Music by Alan Menken
Lyrics by David Zippel
Drop D tuning:
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If 1 Didn’t Have You

Walt Disney Pictures Presents A Pixar Animation Studios Film MONSTERS, INC.
Muslc and Lyrics by Randy Newman
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Look Through My Eyes

from Walt Disney Pictures’ BROTHER BEAR
Words and Music by Phil Collins
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Additional Lyrics

2. There will be times on this journey,

All you see is darkness,
But out there somewhere daylight finds you
If you keep believing.



My Funny Friend and

Me

from Walt Disney Pictures’ THE EMPEROR’S NEW GROOVE

Lyrics by Sting
Music by Sting and David Hartley
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Reflection

from Wait Disney Pictures’ MULAN

Music by Matthew Wilder
Lyrics by David Zippel
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A Whole New World

from Walt Disney’s ALADDIN
Music by Alan Menken
Lyrics by Tim Rice
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Under the Sea

from Walit Disney’s THE LITTLE MERMAID

All Rights Reserved Used by Permission

Lyrics by Howard Ashman
Music by Alan Menken
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2. Down here all the fish is happy

As off through the waves dey roll.
The fish on the land ain’t happy,
They sad ’cause they in the bowl.
But fish in the bowl is lucky,

They in for a worser fate.

One day when the boss get hungry,
Guess who’s gon’ be on the plate?

Chorus Under the sea, under the sea.

Nobody beat us, fry us, and eat us in fricasee.

We what the land folks loves to cook,

Under the sea we off the hook.
We got no troubles, life is the bubbles under the sea.

Under the sea.

Since life is sweet here, we got the beat here naturally.



You’ll Be in My Heart

(Pop Version)
. from Wait Disney Pictures’ TARZAN™
Words and Music by Phil Collins
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Outro-Chorus
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Additional Lyrics

2. Why can’t they understand the way we feel?
They just don’t trust what they can’t explain.
I know we're diff’rent but deep inside us
We're not that different at all.
And you’ll be in my heart...

Bridge When destiny calls you, you must be strong.

1 may not be with you, but you’ve got to hold on.
They’ll see in time, I know.
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You’ve Got a Friend in Me

from Walt Disney’s TOY STORY
Music and Lyrics by Randy Newman
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2. You’ve got a friend in me.

You'’ve got a friend in me.

You got troubles, then I got "em too.
There isn’t anything I wouldn’t do for you.
If we stick together we can see it through.
*Cause you've got a friend in me.
Yeah, you’ve got a friend in me.
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The arrangements in this book are carefully written for intermediate-level guitarists.
Each solo combines melody and harmony in one superb fingerpicking arrangement.

The book also includes an easy introduction to basic fingerstyle guitar.

15 SONGS INSIDE!

The Bare Necessities
from Walrt Di_cnr:'_‘_,"s THE J'UNGLE BOOK

Be Our Guest
from Walt Disney’'s BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

Beauty and the Beast
from Walt Disney’s BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

Can You Feel the Love Tonight
from Walt Disney Pictures’ THE LION KING

Candle on the Water
from Walt Disney’s PETE'S DRAGON

Colors of the Wind
from Walt Disney’s POCAHONTAS

Go the Distance
from Walt Disney Pictures’ HERCULES

If I Didn’t Have You
Walt Disney Pictures Presents A Pixar Animation Studios Film MONSTERS, INC.

Look Through My Eyes
from Walt Disney Pictures’ BROTHER BEAR

My Funny Friend and Me
from Walt Disney Pictures’ THE EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE

Reflection
from Walt Disney Pictures’ MULAN

Under the Sea
from Walt Disnc_\_."s THE LITTLE MERMAID

A Whole New World
from Wialt Disney’s ALADDIN

You’ll Be in My Heart (Pop Version)
from Walt Disney Pictures’ TARZAN™

You’ve Got a Friend in Me
from Walt Disney’s TOY STORY
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